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MISSION  STATEMENT 


The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  responsible  for  stewardship  of  our  public  lands.  The  BLM 
is  committed  to  manage,  protect  and  improve  these  lands  in  a manner  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
American  people.  Management  is  based  upon  the  principles  of  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield 
of  our  nation’s  resources  within  a framework  of  environmental  responsibility  and  scientific 
technology.  These  resources  include  recreation,  rangelands,  timber,  minerals,  watershed,  fish 
and  wildlife  habitat,  wilderness,  air  and  scenic  quality,  as  well  as  scientific  and  cultural  values. 
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BACKGROUND: 

On  April  2,  1997  the  Nevada  State  BLM  Director  approved  and  signed  the  Nevada  Wilderness 
Action  Plan.  This  Plan  provides  a framework  of  critical  action  items  which  must  be  accomplished 
before  the  passage  of  a Nevada  BLM  Wilderness  bill.  These  action  items,  when  completed,  will 
ensure  that  the  Nevada  BLM  is  ready  for  the  challenge  and  responsibility  of  protecting  and  managing 
future  BLM  additions  to  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

One  of  the  action  items  in  the  Nevada  Wilderness  Action  Plan,  Action  Item  I.C.,  required  that 
Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA)  notebooks  be  prepared  for  all  BLM  WSAs  in  Nevada.  The 
notebooks  provide  BLM  management  with  “desk  reference  guides”  to  WSAs  within  the  State,  and  may 
ultimately  be  used  by  members  of  Congress  and  the  general  public  as  enhanced  versions  of  the 

NEVADA  BLM  STATEWIDE  WILDERNESS  REPORT. 

Printed  notebooks  have  been  prepared  for  the  respective  jurisdictions  of  each  of  the  six  Nevada  BLM 
Field  Offices  and  for  the  Nevada  portions  of  the  California  BLM's  Eagle  Lake  and  Surprise  Field 
Offices.  Each  notebook  consists  of  two  parts  for  each  WSA.  The  first  part  contains  a one  to  three 
page  narrative,  which  is  simply  a condensation  of  the  WSA  narrative  contained  in  the  NEVADA  BLM 
STATEWIDE  WILDERNESS  REPORT.  The  elements  described  in  the  WSA  narratives  are  as 
follows: 

* The  name,  number,  and  acreage  of  the  WSA 

* A general  location  and  boundary  description 

* A characterization  of  the  wilderness  values 

* A discussion  of  the  wilderness  recommendation  and  rationale 

* A summary  of  energy  and  mineral  resource  values 

* A summation  of  issues  and  public  interest  in  the  WSA 

The  second  part  of  each  notebook  incorporates  a series  of  six  maps  for  each  WSA  which  display  the 
following  Geographic  Information  System  (GIS)  themes:  1)  contours,  2)  counties,  3)  geographic  names 
and  features,  4)  land  ownership,  5)  public  land  survey  system,  6)  roads,  7)  water  features,  8)  BLM 
WSA,  recommended  “suitable,”  and  “non-suitable”  boundaries,  9)  developments  and  disturbances,  10) 
rights-of-way,  11)  grazing  allotments,  12)  herd  management  areas,  13)  federally-listed  threatened  and 
endangered  species,  14)  mining  claim  density,  15)  mining  operation  locations,  16)  mineral  potential,  17) 
special-use  air  space,  and  18)  military  aircraft  training  routes. 
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QUALIFICATIONS: 


The  information  displayed  on  the  subsequent  maps  is  intended  to  give  the  reader  an  overview  of  the 
most  significant  physical,  cultural,  and  resource  management  data  available  within  and  immediately 
outside  WSA  boundaries.  Because  resource  data  is  constantly  changing  and  is  frequently  modified, 
accuracy  of  the  data  only  applies  to  this  publication. 

Further,  the  data  presented  is  limited  to  that  which  can  be  characterized  at  the  scale  utilized  for  this 
project,  as  it  is  impossible  to  portray  all  available  GIS  data  in  an  81/2"  by  11"  format.  For  example,  not 
all  mineral  potential  is  shown  for  each  WSA.  In  many  cases,  only  the  highest  mineral  potential  for  the 
most  valuable  mineral  is  indicated  for  a given  WSA,  as  it  would  be  spatially  and  graphically  untenable, 
and  visually  discordant  to  attempt  to  exhibit  all  mineral  potential  for  all  minerals  present  within  a WSA. 
Consequently,  many  medium  and  low  mineral  potentials  for  the  least  valuable  minerals  have  not  been 
depicted  on  the  WSA  maps.  Refer  to  the  “Definitions  and  Explanations”  section  which  follows  for 
more  specific  information  regarding  mineral  potential. 

Similarly,  only  observations  of  federally  listed  threatened  and  endangered  species  are  exhibited  on  the 
WSA  maps.  Proposed  and  candidate  special  status  species  are  not  shown,  nor  are  State  of  Nevada 
listed  species. 

The  physical  and  resource  management  data  arrayed  on  these  maps  has  been  collected  from  U.S. 
Geological  Survey  1:100,000  Digital  Line  Graph  files  and  were  digitized  from  71/2  minute  (1:24,000) 
U.S.  Geological  Survey  quadrangle  maps.  In  some  cases,  if  no  WSA  boundary  exists  on  a 71/2  minute 
map,  linear  data  may  be  incomplete  for  that  file  or  map.  Some  linear  data,  such  as  utility  rights-of-way, 
or  livestock  water  systems  or  utility  lines,  may  abruptly  end  on  the  map  without  extending  all  the  way  to 
the  map  frame  line. 

The  physical  and  resource  management  data  depicted  on  these  WSA  maps  portrays  the  most  accurate 
data  available  at  the  time  of  map  preparation.  Base  data  has  been  extracted  from  various  scale  base 
maps  and  some  of  the  data  has  not  been  field-checked  or  ground-proofed.  As  more  accurate 
inventory  and  resource  management  information  becomes  available,  WSA  maps  will  be  amended  or 
revised. 

For  a comprehensive  depiction  of  mineral  potential,  special  status  species,  or  for  complete  information 
regarding  any  other  GIS  theme,  please  address  mail  to  the  GIS  Coordinator,  BLM  Nevada  State 
Office,  P.O.  Box  12000,  Reno,  Nevada  89520-0006.  You  may  visit  the  GIS  Coordinator  at  1340 
Financial  Boulevard,  or  you  may  call  the  Coordinator  at  775-861-6400. 

For  information  regarding  a specific  resource  inventory  or  database  that  is  not  GIS  related,  please 
contact  appropriate  Field  Office  or  Field  Station  resource  specialists.  Field  Offices  and  Field  Stations 
in  Nevada  are  located  in  Elko,  Winnemucca,  Carson  City,  Ely,  Las  Vegas,  Battle  Mountain,  Tonopah, 
and  Caliente.  Portions  of  the  northwest  section  of  the  State  are  managed  by  the  Eagle  Lake  Field 
Office  in  Susanville,  California  and  the  Surprise  Field  Office  in  Cedarville,  California. 


DEFINITIONS  AND  EXPLANATIONS 


AI.I.OTMENT  - An  area  of  land  designated  and  managed  for  the  grazing  of  livestock. 

CHERRY-STEMMED  ROAD  - A road  that  is  completely  enclosed  on  both  sides  by  a 
Wilderness  Study  Area  boundary.  The  Wilderness  Study  Area  boundary  is  the  edge  of  the 
right-of-way  if  a right-of-way  has  been  granted,  or  the  edge  of  disturbance  if  no  right-of-way 
has  been  issued.  Cherry-stemmed  roads  appear  as  red  and  black  dashed  lines  within  WSA 
boundaries  on  the  “WSA  Boundaries  and  Land  Ownership”  maps.  Cherry-stemmed  ways, 
trails,  and  washes  appear  as  black  dashed  lines  within  WSA  boundaries  on  the  “WSA 
Boundaries  and  Land  Ownership”  maps.  In  some  instances,  these  black  dashed  lines  may 
appear  to  be  a solid  line  at  the  page  size  scale. 

DEVELOPMENT  - For  purposes  of  this  document,  any  structure,  facility,  or 

enhancement  constructed  and  located  on  public  lands.  These  include  but  are  not  limited  to, 
developed  springs,  fences,  wildlife  guzzlers,  stock  ponds,  gabions. 

DISTURBANCE  - For  purposes  of  this  document,  a disruption  of  the  soil  or  vegetation  within 
a Wilderness  Study  Area  necessitating  recontouring  of  the  topography,  replacement  of  topsoil, 
and/or  restoration  of  native  plant  cover.  These  include  but  are  not  limited  to,  mines,  material 
sites,  ditches,  roads,  excavated  trash  dumps. 

HERD  MANAGEMENT  AREA  (HMA)  --  A geographic  area  identified  as  having 
been  used  by  a herd  as  its  habitat  on  the  date  of  passage  of  the  Wild  Horse  and  Burro  Act  of 
1971  that  has  been  established  for  the  maintenance  of  wild  horse  and  burro  herds. 

INSTANT  STUDY  AREA  (ISA)  — Any  of  eleven  natural  areas  formally  identified  by  the 
Nevada  BLM  through  a final  action  published  in  the  Federal  Register  before  November  1, 
1975.  The  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976  (FLPMA,  Public  Law  94-579, 
90  Stat.  2743,  43  USC  1701)  required  an  accelerated  wilderness  review  of  these  areas  which, 
for  all  intents  and  purposes,  are  Wilderness  Study  Areas. 

MILITARY  TRAINING  ROUTE  - A route  established  to  accommodate  low-altitude 

military  training  operations  of  aircraft  that  permits  speeds  in  excess  of  250  knots  indicated  air 
speed  below  10,000  feet  mean  sea  level  (MSL).  Some  segments  may  extend  above  10,000 
feet  MSL  due  to  terrain  or  other  requirements. 


MINERAL  POTENTIAL  — A prediction  of  the  likelihood  of  the  occurrence  of  a solid, 
liquid,  or  gaseous  mineral  resource  within  a Wilderness  Study  Area  expressed  in  terms  of 
"high,"  "medium,"  or  "low"  potential. 

The  mineral  potential  information  portrayed  on  the  WSA  maps  is  taken  from  U.S.  Geological 
Survey  (USGS)  Bulletins  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Mines  to  study  the 
mineral  potential  of  Wilderness  Study  Areas  in  Nevada.  The  USGS  and  Bureau  of  Mines 
conducted  mineral  surveys  on  areas  approximating  recommended  “suitable”  portions  of  WSAs 
to  determine  the  mineral  values,  if  any,  that  may  be  present.  The  recommended  “nonsuitable” 
portions  of  WSAs  within  WSAs  containing  recommended  “suitable”  portions  were  not 
surveyed,  nor  were  literature  searches  conducted  on  the  “nonsuitable”  portions  of  these  WSAs. 
The  mineral  potential  for  WSAs  that  were  wholly  recommended  “nonsuitable”  was  not  studied 
by  the  USGS  and  Bureau  of  Mines.  However,  wholly  recommended  “nonsuitable”  WSAs 
were  assessed  based  on  a literature  search  and,  where  applicable,  on  discussions  with  private 
industry. 

Some  inconsistencies  may  be  noted  between  the  discussion  of  mineral  potential  in  the  WSA 
narratives  and  the  mineral  potential  displayed  on  the  WSA  maps.  These  inconsistencies  are 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  BLM’s  Geology,  Energy,  and  Minerals  (GEM)  Reports,  which 
were  prepared  in  the  early  1980s,  were  the  primary  source  of  mineral  information  for  the  WSA 
narratives.  The  GEM  Reports  predated  the  Bureau  of  Mines  and  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
Bulletins,  which  were  prepared  as  late  as  1990,  and  were  the  only  sources  of  data  utilized  in  the 
preparation  of  WSA  maps.  Thus,  due  to  the  availability  of  new  mineral  information,  advances 
in  technology,  and  the  refinement  of  predictive  models  between  1980  and  1990,  some 
differences  may  be  noted  between  the  WSA  narratives  and  the  WSA  maps. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  and  USGS  Bulletins  were  prepared  utilizing  the  best  information  available. 
The  “best  information  available”  was  characterized  in  the  Survey  Bulletins  as  “Levels  of 
Certainty”  which  ranged  from  “Available  information  (A  - is  not  adequate  for  determination  of) 
(B  - only  suggests)  (C  - gives  a good  indication  of)  (D  - clearly  defines)  the  level  of  mineral 
resource  potential.”  “Levels  of  Certainty”  are  not  displayed  on  the  WSA  maps  for  the  minerals 
present  within  each  WSA  due  to  spatial  and  graphic  limitations. 

In  some  cases,  the  boundaries  of  the  mineral  potential  do  not  coincide  precisely  with  the 
boundaries  of  the  Wilderness  Study  Areas  because  Bureau  of  Mines  and  USGS  report 
boundaries  were  digitized  at  a different  scale  compared  with  the  WSA  boundaries,  and  WSA 
boundaries  had  not  been  finalized  at  the  time  the  mineral  reports  were  published.  Furthermore, 
in  some  areas  of  the  state  where  WSAs  are  clustered  and  two  or  more  WSAs  are  separated 
only  by  a road,  a reader  interested  in  a given  WSA  may  have  to  refer  to  the  “Mineral  Potential” 
maps  of  adjacent  WSAs  for  a more  comprehensive  display  of  the  mineral  potential  within  the 
WSA  of  interest.  That  is  to  say,  larger  mineral  groupings  identified  on  the  “Mineral  Potential” 
maps  of  adjoining  WSAs  may  extend  into  the  WSA  of  interest  but  may  not  be  exhibited  in  the 
legend  of  the  WSA  of  interest. 


MINING  CLAIM  - The  mining  claims  identified  on  the  “Mining  Claim  Density  and 

Operations”  WSA  map  are  the  total  number  of  “active”  mining  claims  and  sites  within  and 
adjacent  to  each  WSA  as  of  the  date  specified  on  the  WSA  map.  “Active”  mining  claims  and 
sites  are  defined  as  “claims  and  sites  for  which  all  required  fees  and  filings  have  been  timely 
submitted  in  accordance  with  applicable  laws  and  regulations.”  The  mining  claim  density 
symbol  depicted  on  the  WSA  map  gives  a representation  of  the  number  of  claims  and  sites 
within  a section  of  land.  It  does  not  necessarily  indicate  that  mining  claims  and  sites  are  located 
wholly  within  WSA  boundaries. 

MINING  OPERATION  - A mining  claim  activity  for  which  a 3809  Mining  Notice  or  Plan  of 
Operation  or  a 3802  Plan  of  Operation  has  been  filed  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

Mining  operations  shown  on  the  “Mining  Claim  Density  and  Operations”  WSA  map,  which 
have  no  corresponding  mining  claim  beneath  them,  can  be  attributed  to  one  or  more  reasons. 
First,  the  information  came  from  two  separate  and  distinct  databases  that  may  not  have  been 
completely  reconciled,  one  with  the  other.  Second,  mining  law  states  that  a description  of 
location  need  only  be  sufficient  for  a person  to  find  a claim  on  the  ground.  Sometimes  the 
description  of  location  is  only  the  “best  guess”  of  the  claimant  or  the  operator  as  to  where  the 
claim  is  actually  located  rather  than  a legally  described  location.  Third,  discrepancies  may  be 
due  to  data  entry  errors. 

It  is  not  always  necessary  to  possess  a mining  claim  in  order  to  conduct  a mining  operation. 

For  example,  failure  to  pay  necessary  fees  and  filings  in  a timely  manner  will  result  in  mining 
claim  termination.  However,  the  associated  mining  operation  may  not  terminate  with  the  claim. 

RECOMMENDED  NQN-SUITABLE  — All  or  a portion  of  a Wilderness  Study  Area 

that  the  President  has  recommended  to  the  United  States  Congress  as  not  appropriate  and  not 
acceptable  for  preservation  and  designation  as  wilderness  based  on  an  analysis  of  the  existing 
and  potential  uses  of  the  land. 

RECOMMENDED  SUITABLE  - All  or  a portion  of  a Wilderness  Study  Area  that  the 
President  has  recommended  to  the  United  States  Congress  as  appropriate  and  acceptable  for 
preservation  and  designation  as  wilderness  based  on  an  analysis  of  the  existing  and  potential 
uses  of  the  land. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY  - An  authorization  to  use  or  occupy  public  lands  pursuant  to  the  issuance  of 
a right-of-way  grant.  A right-of-way  grant  authorizes  use  over,  upon,  under  or  through  public 
lands  for  construction,  operation,  maintenance  and  termination  of  a project.  Right-of-way 
grants  may  be  issued  for,  but  are  not  limited  to,  such  uses  as  roads,  trails,  reservoirs,  canals, 
ditches,  pipelines,  transmission  lines,  railroads,  and  communication  sites.  These  more  common 
types  of  right-of-way  grants  are  specifically  identified  on  the  “Rights-of-Way”  WSA  map.  Less 
common  types  of  right-of-way  grants,  for  such  uses  as  weather  stations,  stock  driveways,  etc., 


have  not  been  shown  on  the  WSA  maps. 


ROAD  - For  purposes  of  the  wilderness  review  program,  a route  that  has  been  improved  and 

maintained  by  mechanical  means  to  ensure  relatively  regular  and  continuous  use.  "Improved 
and  maintained"  means  physical  actions  taken  by  man  to  keep  the  road  open  to  vehicular  traffic. 
"Improved"  does  not  necessarily  mean  formal  construction.  "Maintained"  does  not  necessarily 
mean  annual  maintenance.  "Mechanical  means"  is  the  use  of  hand  or  power  machinery  or  tools. 
"Relatively  regular  and  continuous  use"  means  vehicular  use  which  has  occurred  and  will 
continue  to  occur  on  a relatively  regular  basis. 

SPECIAL  USE  AIRSPACE  - Consists  of  airspace  wherein  activity  must  be  confined 

because  of  its  nature  and/or  wherein  limitation  may  be  imposed  upon  aircraft  operations.  The 
purpose  of  a special  use  airspace  is  to  identify  for  other  airspace  users  where  military  activity 
occurs,  segregate  that  activity  from  other  users  to  enhance  safety,  and  allow  charting  to  keep 
airspace  users  informed  of  activity  within  the  special  use  airspace. 

THREATENED  AND  ENDANGERED  (T&E)  ~ The  words  "threatened"  and 
"endangered"  are  used  in  this  document  to  describe  Federal  listings  authorized  by  the 
Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973  as  amended.  "Threatened"  means  any  species  which  is  likely 
to  become  an  endangered  species  within  the  foreseeable  future  throughout  all  or  a significant 
portion  of  its  range.  "Endangered"  means  any  species  which  is  in  danger  of  extinction 
throughout  all  or  a significant  portion  of  its  range.  Only  Federally  listed  threatened  and 
endangered  species  are  shown  on  the  WSA  maps.  Points  on  the  map  represent  observation 
records  or  museum  collections  only  and  do  not  indicate  extent  of  habitat  or  species  distribution. 

TRAIL  --  A pathway  usually  created  and  maintained  by  human  foot  traffic,  beasts-of-burden, 

livestock,  or  wildlife.  Trails  are  not  shown  on  WSA  maps  but  are  mentioned  in  some  WSA 
narrative  texts. 

WAY  - A track  or  route  within  a Wilderness  Study  Area  maintained  solely  by  the 

passage  of  vehicles  which  has  not  been  improved  and/or  maintained  by  mechanical  means  to 
ensure  relatively  regular  and  continuous  use.  Ways  were  identified  during  the  intensive 
inventory  phase  of  the  Wilderness  Review  Process.  Although  mentioned  in  some  WSA 
narrative  texts,  ways  are  not  shown  on  WSA  maps. 

WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA  (WSA)  - A roadless  area  or  island  that  has  been 

inventoried  and  found  to  possess  wilderness  characteristics  as  described  in  Section  603  of  the 
Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  and  Section  2(c)  of  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964. 
Private  and  other  agency  inholdings  within  Wilderness  Study  Area  boundaries  are  officially, 
legally,  and  technically  not  part  of  the  Wilderness  Study  Area.  Some  private  and  other  agency 
inholdings  are  not  shown  with  the  Wilderness  Study  Area  boundary  symbol  around  them. 
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WALL  CANYON  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 


1.  THE  STUDY  AREA  - 46,305  acres 

The  Wall  Canyon  WSA  (CA-020-805)  is  located  within  Washoe  County,  in  northwest  Nevada.  The  WSA 
includes  46,305  acres  of  BLM  lands  and  surrounds  1 ,220  acres  of  private  inholdings.  Cedarville,  California 
is  25  miles  northwest,  Susanville,  California  is  70  miles  southwest  and  Reno,  Nevada  is  120  miles  south. 
The  eastern  boundary  is  formed  by  the  Wall  Canyon  and  Pinto  Springs  Roads  and  private  lands.  The 
northern  boundary  is  formed  by  private  lands  and  the  western  boundary  is  formed  by  a combination  of 
private  lands,  the  Devine  Spring  Road  and  the  Packsaddle  Spring  Road.  All  of  the  boundary  roads  are 
narrow,  infrequently  maintained  dirt  and  gravel  roads. 

The  WSA  includes  approximately  1 5 percent  of  the  Hays  Canyon  mountain  range.  It  encompasses  portions 
of  the  top  of  the  range  and  the  eastern  slopes.  The  topography  and  vegetation  are  typical  of  mid-elevation 
Great  Basin  mountainous  areas  with  abundant  canyons,  buttes,  rims  as  well  as  upland  benches  and  wide 
valley  floors  all  dominated  by  sagebrush  communities.  Elevations  range  from  5300  to  7340  feet. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION  AND  RATIONALE  - 0 acres  recommended  for  wilderness 

46,305  acres  recommended  for  non-wilderness 

Release  of  all  46,305  acres  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  is  recommended.  Designating  the  entire  area 
as  wilderness  would  result  in  the  least  change  from  the  natural  environment  over  the  long  term.  However, 
environmental  impacts  can  be  avoided  or  minimized  by  using  all  practical  means  to  manage  the  released 
area. 

The  Wall  Canyon  WSA  meets  the  minimum  wilderness  values  described  in  the  1964  Wilderness  Act  but 
it  differs  little  from  much  of  the  surrounding  region  other  than  its  lack  of  roads.  Opportunities  for  both 
solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  are  present  but  nearby  WSA's  contain  much  higher  values 
for  wildlife  observation,  hiking,  sightseeing,  horseback  riding  and  non-motorized  hunting.  Although  the  WSA 
contains  important  archaeological  sites,  they  will  be  protected  through  archaeological  protection  laws  and 
regulations  regardless  of  wilderness  status.  Other  nearby  WSA's  have  outstanding  or  unique  charac- 
teristics that  make  them  better  suited  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System.  Given 
the  lack  of  special  features  and  the  lack  of  quality  wilderness  values,  releasing  the  WSA  for  uses  other 
than  wilderness  is  recommended. 

The  character  of  the  WSA  is  mostly  natural.  Small  scale  human  intrusions  are  scattered  rather  evenly 
across  the  entire  WSA.  These  include  livestock  management  projects  and  vehicle  ways.  These  intrusions 
would  remain  due  to  regular  maintenance  of  livestock  projects.  The  WSA  is  a typical  example  of  mid- 
elevation mountainous  areas  in  the  northern  Great  Basin.  The  past  human  activities  have  had  relatively 
little  impact  on  the  overall  character  of  the  landscape  and  are  substantially  unnoticeable  in  the  area  as  a 
whole. 

Conflicts  between  wilderness  values  and  other  resources  are  minor.  The  major  use  of  the  WSA  is  by 
cattle  during  the  summer  and  wildlife  yearlong.  Due  to  regionally  high  densities  of  sage  grouse  and  other 
wildlife,  the  WSA  does  receive  moderate  recreational  use  by  hunters  for  a two  month  period  in  late  summer 
and  early  fall.  During  hunting  season,  management  of  vehicles  on  the  eastern  portions  would  be  a problem 
if  the  area  was  designated  wilderness.  There  are  existing  access  ways  and  no  topographic  or  vegetation 
barriers  to  prevent  vehicles  from  using  the  existing  ways  or  from  travelling  cross  country.  Mining  claims 
occur  on  less  than  200  acres  near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  WSA.  The  mineral  potential  is  rated  as  low 
and  no  mineral  development  is  anticipated.  None  of  the  identified  resource  conflicts  would  significantly 
reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long  term. 
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3.  WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS 


A.  Naturalness:  The  Wall  Canyon  WSA  is  predominantly  natural  with  limited  human  imprint.  In  the 
WSA,  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  and  access  roads  and 
ways  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  facilities  as  well  as  for  hunting.  The  facilities  to  support 
livestock  grazing  include  13  reservoirs,  11  developed  springs  and  24  miles  of  fence.  Twelve  miles  of  the 
fence  follow  bladed  lines.  All  of  the  projects  are  low  profile  and  have  low  impact  to  naturalness. 

The  access  ways  total  16  miles  in  length.  Most  of  the  ways  within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light 
vehicles  during  hunting  season  and  are  little  more  than  narrow  tracks  through  the  sagebrush.  The  ways 
have  relatively  low  impact  on  naturalness,  but  have  enough  use  that  they  are  not  reverting  back  to  a natural 
state. 

Human  related  impacts  are  fairly  evenly  distributed  over  the  WSA. 

B.  Solitude:  The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  over  the  entire  WSA.  The  boundary 
roads  receive  very  light  use  and  would  have  virtually  no  influence  on  solitude.  The  rugged  terrain,  tall 
sagebrush  and  stands  of  aspen,  mahogany  and  juniper  all  provide  screening  to  enhance  visitor  solitude. 

C.  Primitive  and  Unconflned  Recreation:  The  WSA  has  limited  opportunities  for  primitive  and 

unconfined  recreation  through  hiking,  horseback  riding  and  wildlife  observation.  The  WSA  has  two 
perennial  streams  and  several  live  springs  which  appeal  to  visitors. 

D.  Special  Features:  The  WSA  supports  high  archaeological  values  due  to  the  presence  of  water  and 
topographic  diversity.  Several  square  miles  of  the  region  have  been  surveyed,  revealing  a highly  complex 
settlement  pattern.  Present  are  temporary  camps  and  hunting  related  lithic  scatters  on  the  benches  and 
slopes  above  drainages,  rim-edge  chipping  stations,  many  reoccupied  camps  along  major  drainages, 
temporary  campsites  at  stream  confluences,  canyon  rock  shelters,  and  massive  obsidian  sources.  Several 
archaeological  districts  of  potential  National  Register  quality  have  been  identified. 

4.  MANAGEABILITY 

The  WSA  could  be  managed  as  wilderness  to  presen/e  existing  values.  The  steep  slopes,  tall,  dense 
sagebrush  and  juniper  trees  and  the  presence  of  large  rocks  would  largely  restrict  vehicles  to  the  boundary 
roads  and  make  closures  of  internal  ways  effective.  The  only  potential  problem  would  occur  if  private  land 
owners  wanted  improved  access  to  their  parcels  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  creation  of 
improved  roads  could  impair  the  BLM's  ability  to  manage  the  affected  lands  as  wilderness  although  the 
need  for  improved  access  is  unlikely  since  the  private  land  is  used  mainly  for  livestock  grazing. 

The  only  portion  of  the  WSA  which  would  not  be  easily  manageable  is  along  the  southern  edge,  adjacent 
to  private  property.  The  topography  is  flat  to  gently  sloping  with  low  growing  vegetation.  The  private 
property  is  inhabited  by  sage  grouse  and  during  the  hunting  season,  hunters  and  their  vehicles  regularly 
drive  off  the  boundary  roads  and  private  lands  into  the  WSA  in  search  of  birds. 

5.  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  RESOURCE  VALUES 

No  significant  potential  for  mineral  development  has  been  identified.  There  are  no  mineral  leases  in  this 
WSA.  The  WSA  is  considered  by  USGS  to  have  no  potential  for  oil  and  gas.  No  mining  claims  currently 
exist  within  the  WSA.  No  known  mineral  exploration  activities  have  occurred.  There  are  no  sand  and 
gravel  use  areas  in  this  WSA. 
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6.  SUMMARY  OF  WSA-SPECIFIC  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 


A public  working  group  assessing  wilderness  recommendations  for  all  the  Eagle  Lake  and  Surprise 
Resource  Area  WSA's  could  not  reach  a clear  consensus  about  wilderness  recommendations  for  this  WSA. 

During  the  formal  public  review  of  the  draft  EIS,  a total  of  349  comments  specifically  addressing  this  WSA 
were  received.  Written  comments  consisted  of  333  letters  while  1 6 oral  comments  were  received  at  three 
public  hearings.  Twenty-five  comments  support  no  wilderness  while  316  comments  supported  designation 
of  all  or  a portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness.  Eight  comments  took  no  position  on  wilderness  designation. 
Those  favoring  wilderness  commented  on  the  lack  of  resource  conflicts,  the  scenic  qualities  and  values 
associated  with  the  perennial  streams  and  wildlife  populations.  Virtually  all  of  the  comments  contained 
generic  listing  of  the  values  within  the  WSA.  Those  opposing  wilderness  designation  were  concerned  with 
impacts  of  wilderness  designation  on  grazing  and  future  mineral  exploration.  All  of  these  concerns  were 
generic  listings  of  potential  grazing  and  mineral  problems. 
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LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 


1.  THE  STUDY  AREA  - 50,951  acres 

The  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (CA-020-913/NV-020-008)  is  located  within  Washoe  and  Humboldt 
Counties  of  northwest  Nevada.  The  WSA  includes  50,951  acres  of  BLM  lands  and  surrounds  a 40  acre 
private  inholding.  Cedarville,  California  is  50  miles  northwest,  Susanville,  California  is  90  miles  southwest, 
and  Reno.  Nevada  is  125  miles  south.  The  WSA  is  bounded  by  Smokey  Canyon  Road  and  private  lands 
on  the  south  and  east,  the  Docking  Corral-High  Rock  Lake  Road  on  the  north,  the  Denio  Camp-Docking 
Corral  Road  on  the  northwest  and  a combination  of  private  lands,  Nevada  State  Highway  34  and  a small 
area  of  unnatural  bladed  mineral  exploration  roads  on  the  southwest.  All  of  the  boundary  roads,  except 
Highway  34  are  infrequently  maintained  dirt  roads. 

The  WSA  lies  at  the  western  edge  of  the  Calico  Mountains,  a broad,  low  volcanic  range.  The  topography 
is  dominated  by  two  deep  canyons,  Little  High  Rock  and  McConnell,  which  have  cut  through  the 
surrounding  uplands.  These  canyons  contain  spectacular  rims  and  cliffs.  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  is 
a mixture  of  rolling  benches,  tables  and  uplands  broken  by  buttes  and  rimrocks.  The  dominant  vegetation 
is  sagebrush  with  willow  and  meadow  communities  in  the  canyon  floors.  Elevation  ranges  from  5000  to 
6940  feet. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION  AND  RATIONALE  - 17,183  acres  recommended  for  wilderness 

33,768  acres  recommended  for  nonwilderness 

The  recommendation  for  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  is  to  designate  17,183  acres  as  wilderness  and 
release  33,768  acres  for  uses  other  than  wilderness.  The  recommended  wilderness  in  Little  High  Rock 
is  part  of  a 77,000  acre  complex  of  recommended  wilderness  included  in  four  adjacent  WSA's  separated 
by  narrow  access  corridors.  This  wilderness  complex  includes  outstanding  wilderness  values  as  well  as 
exceptional  scientific,  cultural  and  scenic  values  which  would  be  an  important  addition  to  the  National 
Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

The  17,183  acres  recommended  for  wilderness  is  well  suited  for  designation.  Included  is  Little  High  Rock 
Canyon,  McConnell  Canyon  and  a series  of  buttes  that  lie  between  the  two  canyons.  The  canyons  are 
erosion  cut  gorges  with  up  to  1 ,500  feet  of  relief  between  the  upland  terraces  and  buttes  and  the  willow 
lined  creeks  in  the  canyon  bottoms.  The  diverse  topography  leads  to  exceptional  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  significant  on  a regional  basis,  regionally 
and  nationally  important  historic  and  archaeological  values  and  a complex  of  important  wildlife  values 
equaled  on  a regional  basis  only  in  the  nearby  High  Rock  Canyon  Complex. 

No  important  resource  conflicts  exist  and  no  significant  resource  development  opportunities  would  be 
foregone  if  the  area  were  designated  as  wilderness.  Grazing  use  on  the  southern  portion  of  the  area  will 
be  allowed  to  continue.  The  area  has  no  known  energy  resources  and  although  three  small  areas  have 
been  identified  as  having  moderate  potential  for  gold  deposits,  no  claims  have  been  filed  and  no 
development  is  projected. 

The  floor  of  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  in  the  recommended  wilderness  remains  unaltered  from  the  days  of 
1911  when  four  local  stockmen  were  murdered  by  a roving  band  of  Bannock  Indians.  This  event 
precipitated  the  largest  manhunt  in  Nevada  history  and  still  attracts  significant  local  interest.  Before  the 
times  of  conflict,  the  canyons  were  home  to  Indians  for  at  least  10,000  years  and  every  rock  shelter  and 
spring  show  indications  of  this  use.  To  archaeologists,  the  canyon  represent  a treasure  house  of  significant 
data  which  can  help  unlock  the  past. 

The  diverse  topography  leads  to  a wide  range  of  wildlife  habitats.  The  recommended  wilderness  supports 
nesting  populations  of  golden  eagles,  prairie  falcons,  hawks  and  owls.  The  canyon  floors  and  walls  are 
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home  to  excellent  populations  of  quail,  chukar  and  non-game  birds.  The  shaded  canyons  support  a small 
yearlong  mule  deer  population  which  swells  with  winter  migrants.  The  buttes  and  uplands  between  the 
canyons  serve  as  yearlong  home  to  a sizeable  population  of  pronghorn  antelope.  Additionally,  a small 
population  of  bighorn  sheep  was  reintroduced  in  1996,  the  first  bighorn  sheep  to  reside  in  the  canyon  for 
more  than  50  years.  Wilderness  designation  would  provide  benefits  for  this  wilderness  dependent  species. 

The  33,768  acres  recommended  to  be  released  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  are  less  natural  than  the 
recommended  wilderness.  These  lands  also  have  fewer  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
due  to  a lack  of  topographic  and  vegetative  diversity.  None  of  the  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA 
are  contained  in  the  nonwildemess  portion  of  the  WSA.  This  portion  also  has  identified  resource  problems 
with  sagebrush  eradication  projects  and  future  minerals  exploration.  Due  to  all  of  the  listed  problems  and 
lack  of  significant  wilderness  values  it  was  determined  that  the  lands  would  be  better  managed  as 
nonwildemess. 

3.  WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS 

A.  Naturalness:  The  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  is  predominantly  natural  with  negligible  human 
imprints.  The  WSA  consists  of  two  intermingled  land  forms.  Little  High  Rock  and  McConnell  Canyons  are 
deep  erosional  gorges  cutting  through  the  surrounding  volcanic  tables,  buttes  and  sloping  plateaus.  The 
canyons  contain  a wide  variety  of  multicolored  rock  formations,  rims,  talus  slopes  and  sparsely  vegetated 
slopes.  The  canyon  floors  are  willow  and  wet  meadow  communities  where  bright  greens  contrast  with  the 
reds,  browns,  grays,  yellows  and  oranges  of  the  canyon  slopes  and  walls. 

In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  and  ways  used  for 
sheepherding  activities,  allotment  inspection,  as  well  as  by  hunters  and  sightseers.  The  existing  facilities 
include  14  reservoirs,  19  miles  of  fence,  seven  developed  springs  and  a 2,500  acre  herbicide  spray  area. 
Most  of  the  projects  are  of  low  impact  to  naturalness  due  to  small  size  and  low  concentrations.  The  spray 
release  area  on  the  western  boundary  is  highly  visible  for  miles  and  does  degrade  naturalness  in  some 
people's  eyes. 

The  impacts  to  naturalness  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the  WSA.  Little  High  Rock  Canyon,  McConnell 
Canyon  and  the  ridges  between  the  two  canyons  have  no  project  work  and  only  short  lengths  of  ways  (1.5 
miles  total).  This  area  is  recommended  for  wilderness.  This  western  portion  of  the  WSA  is  substantially 
less  natural  in  character  than  the  remainder  of  the  WSA. 

B.  Solitude:  The  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  Most  of  the 
area  would  offer  visitors  an  excellent  opportunity  to  experience  solitude.  The  numerous  drainages, 
canyons,  mountain  peaks  and  rocky  bluffs  provide  obstacles  that  would  force  visitors  to  disperse,  thus 
increasing  the  likelihood  of  being  removed  from  other  visitors  and  secondly,  they  provide  numerous  places 
where  one  could  'hole-up'  and  not  have  contact  with  another  person.  The  opportunities  for  solitude  should 
be  considered  excellent  in  and  about  such  topographic  features.  A number  of  flats  exist  between  the  above 
mentioned  topographic  features  that  allow  some  long  range  views  where  a visitor  might  visually  observe 
other  visitors  to  the  area,  however,  the  individual  would  not  be  in  view  for  any  period  of  time  and  his 
presence  would  quickly  be  absorbed  in  the  broken  natural  features. 

C.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation:  The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation.  The  types  of  dispersed  recreation  available  are  hiking  and  horseback  riding  for 
sightseeing,  hunting,  or  rockhounding.  Additionally,  the  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA  and  surrounding 
lands  enhances  the  recreational  values.  The  best  primitive  recreation  opportunities  occur  on  the 
recommended  wilderness  portion  of  the  WSA. 

D.  Special  Features:  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  is  part  of  the  designated  High  Rock  ACEC  (Area  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern).  The  High  Rock  ACEC  is  designated  to  protect  cultural  and  wildlife  values,  while 
preserving  the  primitive  character  of  the  area. 
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4.  MANAGEABILITY 


The  entire  WSA  can  reasonably  be  managed  as  wilderness. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  contains  no  private  inholdings, 
’cherrystemmed"  roads  or  valid  rights  which  would  impair  manageability. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  release  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  could  also  be  managed 
as  wilderness.  However,  several  factors  would  make  management  of  the  area  difficult. 

5.  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  RESOURCE  VALUES 

The  geology  of  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  area  indicates  a low  to  moderate  potential  for  the  occurrence 
of  mineral  resources.  The  more  specific  USGS/Bureau  of  Mines  study  identified  three  small  areas  with 
moderate  potential  for  precious  metals.  The  GEM  Report  (1982)  indicates  a low  favorability  for 
accumulation  of  locatable  mineral  resources.  There  are  no  sand  and  gravel  use  sites  within  the  WSA. 
There  are  no  known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing  of  oil  and  gas  in  this  WSA.  A recent  USGS 
report  concluded  that  this  WSA  is  considered  to  have  almost  no  petroleum  potential  because  it  contains 
no  surviving  hydrocarbons  in  petroleum  or  reservoir  rocks  due  to  the  high  geothermal  temperatures  to 
which  they  were  subjected.  There  has  been  no  exploratory  drilling  for  any  leasable  minerals  in  this  WSA. 

6.  SUMMARY  OF  WSA-SPECIFIC  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

During  the  inventory  phase,  BLM  received  60  comments  regarding  the  Little  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA. 
Forty-two  of  the  comments  either  supported  wilderness  designation  or  study  for  wilderness  designation. 
Fifteen  of  the  comments  opposed  wilderness  designation  because  of  existing  and  future  uses  for  minerals 
and  livestock.  Three  comments  supported  partial  wilderness  designation. 

Special  values  that  enhance  wilderness  and  are  specific  to  this  WSA  were  also  mentioned  during  the 
inventory  phase.  They  include  the  outstanding  scenic  quality  of  Little  High  Rock  and  McConnell  Canyons, 
the  high  wildlife  values  of  the  unit  including  raptor  nesting  habitat  and  potential  for  reintroduction  of  bighorn 
and  the  high  value  for  archaeological  resources.  We  had  numerous  comments  that  the  Little  High  Rock 
Canyon,  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA's  are  only  separated  by  dirt  roads 
and  should  be  combined  into  a wilderness  complex. 

During  the  formal  public  review  of  the  draft  EIS,  a total  of  348  comments  specifically  addressing  the  WSA 
were  received.  Written  comments  consisted  of  335  letters  while  1 3 oral  comments  were  received  at  three 
public  hearings.  Seventy-one  comments  supported  the  Bureau's  recommendation,  267  comments 
supported  more  wilderness  than  the  Bureau's  recommendation  and  seven  comments  supported  non- 
wilderness. 
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YELLOW  ROCK  CANYON  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 


1.  THE  STUDY  AREA  - 12.468  acres 

The  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (CA-020-913A)  is  located  within  Washoe  County,  in  northwest  Nevada. 
The  WSA  contains  12,468  acres  of  BLM  lands.  Cedarville,  California  is  40  miles  northwest,  Susanville, 
California  is  90  miles  southwest  and  Reno,  Nevada  is  130  miles  south.  The  WSA  is  bounded  by  Frank’s 
Road  on  the  north  and  east,  the  Docking  Corral-High  Rock  Lake  Road  on  the  south  and  the  Docking 
Corral-Grassy  Road  on  the  west.  All  of  the  boundary  roads  are  infrequently  maintained  dirt  roads. 

The  WSA  lies  on  the  volcanic  tablelands  of  the  western  portion  of  the  Calico  Mountains.  The  topography 
is  mostly  rolling  terrain  broken  by  low,  short  volcanic  rimrocks.  The  WSA  is  bisected  by  upper  Yellow  Rock 
Canyon.  The  eastern  portion  of  the  canyon  contains  extensive,  tall  rims  and  cliffs  and  the  distinctive 
greenish-yellow  coloration  in  weathered  ash  flows  that  give  the  canyon  it’s  name.  Vegetation  is  dominated 
by  low  forms  of  sagebrush. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION  AND  RATIONALE  - 0 acres  recommended  for  wilderness 

12,468  acres  recommended  for  nonwildemess 

The  recommendation  for  this  WSA  is  to  release  all  12,468  acres  for  uses  other  than  wilderness.  While  the 
WSA  meets  the  minimum  wilderness  values  described  in  the  1 964  Wilderness  Act,  it  does  not  contain  any 
outstanding  features  that  make  it  special  or  unique  from  the  surrounding  lands.  Other  nearby  WSA’s  have 
outstanding  or  unique  characteristics  that  make  them  better  suited  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wilderness 
Preservation  System. 

The  most  unique  feature  within  the  WSA  is  upper  Yellow  Rock  Canyon.  This  canyon  is  not  as  scenic  or 
unique  as  the  nearby  High  Rock,  lower  Yellow  Rock,  Mahogany,  East  Fork  High  Rock,  Little  High  Rock  or 
Fly  Canyons.  Significant  portions  of  these  canyons  are  being  recommended  for  wilderness  in  four  other 
wilderness  study  areas.  Opportunities  for  both  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  are 
present  but  are  not  exceptional  from  a regional  standpoint.  Given  the  lack  of  special  features  and  the  lack 
of  quality  wilderness  values,  releasing  the  area  for  nonwildemess  uses  is  recommended. 

The  character  of  the  WSA  is  mostly  natural.  Small  scale  human  intrusions  including  fencelines,  small 
livestock  reservoirs  and  vehicle  ways  are  found  near  the  perimeter  on  the  north,  west  and  east  sides  of  the 
WSA.  These  intrusions  will  be  maintained  due  to  regular  maintenance  activities  in  support  of  grandfathered 
grazing  management  actions.  No  forseeable  activities  such  as  mineral  development  are  anticipated,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  area  will  retain  its  mostly  natural  character  into  the  future. 

3.  WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS 

A.  Naturalness:  The  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  WSA  is  predominantly  natural  with  limited  human  imprints. 

B.  Solitude:  The  numerous  intermittent  and  irregular  drainages,  combined  with  the  undulating  ridges 
provide  outstanding  opportunities  for  isolation  in  the  central  and  southern  portions  of  the  unit.  The  Yellow 
Rock  Canyon  drainage  and  its  tributaries  also  provide  excellent  opportunities  for  remoteness,  but  the 
landscape  north  of  this  drainage  does  not  retain  the  topographic  or  vegetative  screening  that  is  required 
for  outstanding  solitude. 

The  boundary  roads  receive  very  infrequent  use  and  therefore  would  not  influence  solitude. 

C.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation:  The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
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unconfined  recreation.  The  types  of  dispersed  recreation  available  are  hiking  and  horseback  riding  for 
sightseeing,  hunting,  or  rockhounding. 

D.  Special  Features:  Yellow  Rock  Canyon  has  extensively  used  chert  sources,  caves,  and  rock-shelters 
with  well  developed  cultural  deposits. 

4.  MANAGEABILITY 

Yellow  Rock  Canyon  and  the  ridge  south  of  the  Canyon  could  easily  be  managed  as  wilderness  due  to  the 
lack  of  incompatible  human  activities  and  the  topographic  and  vegetation  characteristics  which  prevent 
cross  country  vehicle  travel. 

5.  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  RESOURCE  VALUES 

The  Geology,  Energy,  and  Minerals  (GEM)  study  indicated  a low  favorability  for  accumulation  of  mineral 
resources.  There  are  no  sand  or  gravel  use  areas  in  this  WSA.  None  of  the  WSA  is  prospectively  valuable 
for  geothermal  development.  There  are  no  known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing  of  oil  and  gas 
in  this  WSA.  A recent  USGS  report  concluded  that  this  WSA  is  considered  to  have  almost  no  petroleum 
potential  because  of  the  past  high  geothermal  temperatures  to  which  they  might  have  been  subjected. 
There  have  been  no  other  leases  in  the  WSA.  There  has  been  no  exploratory  drilling  for  any  leasable 
minerals  in  this  WSA. 

6.  SUMMARY  OF  WSA-SPECIFIC  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

During  the  formal  public  review  of  the  draft  EIS,  a total  of  316  comments  specifically  addressing  the  WSA 
were  received.  Written  comments  consisted  of  304  letters  while  12  oral  comments  were  received  at  three 
public  hearings.  Forty-three  comments  supported  the  Bureau’s  recommendation  and  260  comments 
supported  more  wilderness  than  the  Bureau’s  recommendation.  Those  favoring  the  Bureau's 
recommendation  mentioned  the  consensus  reached  by  the  TRT  group  and  reiterated  the  wilderness  values 
of  the  WSA.  Both  those  who  commented  in  favor  of  no  wilderness  and  more  wilderness  than  the 
Bureau’s  recommendation,  mentioned  non-specific  concerns  about  wilderness  values  or  potential  resource 
conflicts. 
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HIGH  ROCK  CANYON  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 


1.  THE  STUDY  AREA  - 34.758  acres 

The  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (CA-020-913B)  is  located  within  Washoe  County,  in  northwest  Nevada.  The 
WSA  lies  on  a broad,  volcanic  upland  in  the  northern  Calico  Mountains  with  elevations  ranging  from  4,900 
to  5,800  feet.  The  topography  is  dominated  by  High  Rock  Canyon  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  WSA  and 
is  dissected  by  three  other  tributary  canyons  to  High  Rock.  The  general  impression  is  one  of  broad,  open 
rolling  slopes  abruptly  cut  by  deep,  rim-bound  canyons  dropping  hundreds  of  feet  below  the  sagebrush 
covered  uplands.  The  WSA  is  bounded  by  the  Indian  Spring-Stevens  Camp  Road  on  the  north,  the  High 
Rock  Canyon  Road  on  the  east  and  by  Frank's  Road  and  the  Docking  Corral-High  Rock  Lake  Road  on  the 
west.  The  boundary  roads  are  infrequently  maintained  dirt  roads  often  requiring  4-wheel  drive  vehicles. 
Cedarville,  California  is  40  miles  northwest,  Susanville,  California  is  90  miles  southwest,  and  Reno,  Nevada 
is  130  miles  south. 

Based  on  the  October  1991  Nevada  BLM  Statewide  Wilderness  Report,  the  WSA  includes  34,113  acres 
of  BLM  lands  and  645  acres  of  split  estate  lands  (BLM  surface  ownership  and  private  subsurface 
ownership).  There  are  no  private  inholdings.  However,  in  a land  exchange  BLM  acquired  the  mineral 
subsurface  for  the  645  acres  of  spilt  estate  lands. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION  AND  RATIONALE  - 12,000  acres  recommended  for  wilderness 

22,758  acres  recommended  for  nonwilderness 

Recommended  is  designating  12,000  acres  as  wilderness  and  releasing  22,758  acres  for  uses  other  than 
wilderness.  Designating  the  entire  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  the  least  change  from  the  natural 
environment  over  the  long  term.  However,  environmental  impacts  can  be  avoided  or  minimized  by  using 
all  practical  means  to  manage  the  released  portion. 

The  12,000  acres  recommended  as  wilderness  are  well  suited  to  wilderness  designation.  The  western 
wall  of  High  Rock  Canyon,  Mahogany  Canyon,  lower  Yellow  Rock  Canyon,  lower  Grassy  Canyon,  as  well 
as  many  unnamed  small  canyons  and  the  open  benches,  rims  and  terraces  between  the  canyons  are 
included. 

The  recommended  wilderness  contains  a wide  range  of  values  including  exceptional  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  significant  on  a regional  basis,  regionally 
and  nationally  important  historic  and  archaeological  values  and  a complex  of  important  wildlife  values.  No 
significant  resource  conflicts  exist  and  no  significant  resource  development  opportunities  would  be 
foregone  if  the  area  were  designated  as  wilderness.  Grazing  use  on  the  western  portion  of  the  area  will 
continue.  The  area  has  no  known  energy  resources  or  mineral  potential  and  no  development  is  projected. 

Outstanding  scenic  vistas  occur  from  a multitude  of  locations  within  the  area.  Visitors  in  the  canyons  or 
on  the  canyon  rims  are  confronted  with  layers  of  white,  gray,  orange  and  brown  rocks  of  the  High  Rock 
formation  horizontally  bedded  in  the  vertical  canyon  walls.  The  bright  green  of  the  canyon  floors  and 
pockets  on  the  walls  where  soil  collects  contrast  with  the  grey-green  of  sagebrush.  Turning  away  from 
canyon  rims,  the  view  becomes  a 360  degree  panorama  of  valleys,  terraces  and  mountain  ranges  up  to 
60  miles  in  any  direction.  The  vast  panorama  creates  a vivid  impression  of  isolation  from  the  civilized 
world. 

The  recommended  wilderness  remains  almost  unaltered  from  the  days  when  John  C.  Fremont  first  mapped 
the  canyon  and  the  subsequent  gold  rush  wagon  train  emigration  through  High  Rock  Canyon  on  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail.  During  the  peak  year  of  1849  more  than  10,000  wagons  passed  through  the 
Canyon.  Before  the  influx  of  travelers,  the  canyons  were  home  to  Indians  for  at  least  10,000  years  and 
every  rock  shelter  and  spring  has  indications  of  this  use.  To  archaeologists,  the  canyons  represent  a 
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treasure  house  of  significant  data  which  can  help  unlock  the  past. 

The  recommended  wilderness  represents  one  of  the  few  places  in  northwest  Nevada  where  visitors 
regularly  and  eagerly  walk  long  distances  from  their  vehicles  in  search  of  hunting  opportunities, 
rockhounding  sites,  wildlife  viewing  and  general  sightseeing.  This  willingness  to  abandon  the  preferred 
mode  of  transportation  again  reflects  the  unique  nature  of  the  area.  The  values  for  recreation  and  solitude 
are  exceptional. 

The  diverse  topography  leads  to  a wide  range  of  wildlife  habitats.  The  recommended  wilderness  supports 
nesting  populations  of  golden  eagles,  prairie  falcons,  hawks  and  owls.  The  canyon  floors  and  walls  are 
home  to  excellent  populations  of  quail,  chukar  and  non-game  birds.  The  shaded  canyons  support  a small 
year  long  mule  deer  population  which  swells  with  winter  migrants.  The  buttes  and  uplands  between  the 
canyons  serve  as  year  long  home  to  a sizeable  population  of  pronghorn  antelope.  Additionally,  a small 
population  of  California  bighorn  sheep  was  reintroduced  in  1996,  the  first  bighorn  sheep  to  reside  in  the 
canyon  for  more  than  50  years.  Wilderness  designation  would  benefit  this  wilderness  dependent  species. 

The  22,758  acres  recommended  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  are  less  natural  than  the  recommended 
wilderness.  These  lands  also  have  fewer  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  due  to  a lack 
of  topographic  and  vegetative  diversity.  None  of  the  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA  are  contained 
in  the  nonwilderness  portion  of  the  WSA.  This  portion  also  has  identified  conflicts  with  future  mineral 
exploration.  Due  to  the  potential  for  resource  conflicts  and  lack  of  significant  wilderness  values,  it  was 
determined  that  the  lands  would  be  better  managed  for  uses  other  than  wilderness. 

3.  WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS 

A.  Naturalness:  The  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  is  predominantly  natural  with  negligible  human  imprints. 
The  WSA  includes  approximately  half  of  the  largest  canyon  complex  in  northwest  Nevada.  The  canyons, 
including  portions  of  High  Rock,  Yellow  Rock  and  all  of  Mahogany  and  Grassy  are  100  to  500  foot  deep 
gorges  cut  through  the  volcanic  tablelands. 

In  this  WSA  the  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing.  Ways  are  used 
for  livestock  management,  allotment  inspections,  and  by  hunters,  trappers  and  sightseers.  The  existing 
facilities  include  seven  reservoirs,  three  miles  of  fence,  one  windmill  and  one  spring  development.  The 
facilities  have  low  impact  to  naturalness  due  to  the  small  acreage  involved  in  each  project. 

The  ways  total  22  miles  in  length.  They  are  primarily  used  by  livestock  permittees  and  trappers  during  fall, 
winter  and  spring.  The  ways  receive  only  light  use  by  light  trucks  and  thus  are  narrow  tracks  through  the 
sagebrush.  They  have  low  impact  to  the  natural  character  of  the  WSA. 

The  impacts  on  naturalness  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the  WSA.  The  uplands  contain  all  the  projects 
and  20  miles  of  ways  and  are  fairly  evenly  scattered.  Within  the  recommended  wilderness  in  the  canyon 
area,  there  are  only  two  sections  of  vehicle  ways  totalling  two  miles  in  length  and  no  other  projects. 

B.  Solitude:  The  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  The  numerous 
intermittent  and  irregular  drainages,  combined  with  the  undulating  ridges  provide  outstanding  occasions  for 
isolation  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Unit.  The  High  Rock  Canyon  drainage  and  its  tributaries  also 
provide  excellent  opportunities  for  remoteness,  but  the  landscape  west  of  this  drainage  does  not  retain  the 
topographic  or  vegetative  screening  that  is  required  for  outstanding  solitude. 

The  eastern  boundary  road  in  High  Rock  Canyon  receives  high  levels  of  vehicle  use  (in  excess  of  1,000 
vehicles  per  year). 

C.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation:  The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation. 
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D.  Special  Features:  Most  of  the  recommended  wilderness  is  part  of  the  designated  High  Rock  ACEC 
(Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern).  The  High  Rock  ACEC  is  designed  to  protect  cultural  and  wildlife 
values,  while  preserving  the  primitive  character  of  the  area. 

Erioqonum  crosbvae  a candidate  species  for  Federal  listing  as  threatened  is  found  in  High  Rock  Canyon. 
The  population  in  the  recommended  wilderness  is  one  of  a few  not  threatened  by  mining  operations. 

Grassy,  Yellow  Rock,  Mahogany  Canyons  and  portions  of  High  Rock  Canyon  are  known  for  their  rich 
cultural  values,  numerous  caves  and  rock  shelters  with  long  occupation  histories,  and  large  linear,  canyon- 
bottom  occupation  sites. 

4.  MANAGEABILITY 

The  entire  WSA  can  reasonably  be  managed  as  wilderness.  The  area  contains  no  private  inholdings,  or 
"cherry stemmed-  roads  which  would  impair  manageability.  Additionally,  the  boundaries  of  the  area  use 
topographic  features  which  would  preclude  problems  with  intentional  or  unintentional  vehicle  use. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  not  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  could  also  be  managed  as 
wilderness.  However,  several  factors  would  make  management  of  the  area  difficult.  Most  of  this  portion 
is  open,  rolling  terrain  dominated  by  sparse  stands  of  low  growing  sagebrush.  It  is  common  practice  for 
hunters  to  drive  their  vehicles  cross  country  to  avoid  long  walks. 

5.  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  RESOURCE  VALUES 

The  geology  of  the  High  Rock  Canyon  Area  indicates  a low  potential  for  the  occurrence  of  mineral 
resources.  The  GEM  Report  indicated  a generally  low  favorability  for  accumulation  of  mineral  resources. 
There  are  no  known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing  of  oil  and  gas  in  this  WSA.  A recent  USGS 
report  concluded  that  this  WSA  is  considered  to  have  almost  no  petroleum  potential.  The  mineral  report 
prepared  by  the  USGS/Bureau  of  Mines  identified  several  areas  with  moderate  potential  for  gold  and  silver 
and  variable  potential  for  zeolites. 

6.  SUMMARY  OF  WSA-SPECIFIC  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

During  the  formal  public  review  of  the  draft  EIS,  a total  of  348  comments  specifically  addressing  the  WSA 
were  received.  Written  comments  consisted  of  335  letters  while  13  oral  comments  were  received  at  three 
public  hearings.  Sixty-nine  comments  supported  the  Bureau's  recommendation,  260  comments  supported 
more  wilderness  than  the  Bureau's  recommendation  and  seven  comments  supported  non-wildemess. 
Those  favoring  the  Bureau's  recommendation  mentioned  the  consensus  reached  by  the  TRT  group  and 
reiterated  the  wilderness  values  of  the  WSA.  Those  who  commented  in  favor  of  no  wilderness  or  more 
wilderness  than  the  Bureau's  recommendation,  mentioned  non-specific  concerns  about  wilderness  values 
or  potential  resource  conflicts. 
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EAST  FORK  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 


1.  THE  STUDY  AREA  - 52,639  acres 

The  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  (CA-020-914/NV-020-006A)  is  located  in  Washoe  and  Humboldt 
Counties  of  northwest  Nevada.  The  WSA  lies  on  a broad,  volcanic  upland  in  the  northern  Calico  Mountains 
with  elevations  ranging  from  4,900  to  6,600  feet.  The  western  portion  is  dominated  by  High  Rock  Canyon 
and  the  East  Fork  of  High  Rock  Canyon,  deeply  cut  drainages  surrounded  by  upland  sagebrush  covered 
benches.  The  remainder  is  rolling,  sparsely  vegetated  slopes  and  terraces.  The  WSA  is  bounded  by  the 
High  Rock  Canyon  Road  on  the  west,  the  Hanging  Rock-Shoestring  Valley  Road  on  the  north  and  private 
land  and  the  Shoestring  Valley-High  Rock  Lake  Road  on  the  east.  The  boundary  roads  are  infrequently 
maintained  dirt  roads  often  requiring  4-wheel  drive  vehicles.  Cedarville,  California  is  45  miles  northwest, 
Susanville,  California  is  95  miles  southwest,  and  Reno,  Nevada  is  130  miles  south. 

Based  on  the  October  1991  Nevada  BLM  Statewide  Wilderness  Report,  the  WSA  includes  49,239  acres 
of  BLM,  and  3,400  acres  of  split  estate  lands  (BLM  surface  and  private  subsurface)  surrounding  532  acres 
of  private  inholdings.  However,  in  a recent  land  exchange,  BLM  acquired  the  mineral  rights  for  the  3,400 
acres  of  split  estate  lands  as  well  as  160  acres  of  the  private  inholdings. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION  AND  RATIONALE  - 29,102  acres  recommended  for  wilderness 

23,537  acres  recommended  for  non-wilderness 

Recommended  is  designating  29,102  acres  of  this  WSA  as  wilderness  and  releasing  23,537  acres  for  non- 
wilderness uses.  Designating  the  entire  area  as  wilderness  would  result  in  the  least  change  from  the 
natural  environment  over  the  long  term.  However,  environmental  impacts  can  be  avoided  or  minimized  by 
using  all  practical  means  to  manage  the  released  portion. 

The  East  Fork  High  Rock  recommended  wilderness  is  part  of  a 77,000  acre  complex  of  recommended 
wilderness  included  in  four  adjacent  WSA's  which  are  separated  by  narrow  access  corridors.  This 
wilderness  complex  includes  outstanding  wilderness  values  as  well  as  exceptional  scientific,  cultural  and 
scenic  values  that  would  be  an  important  addition  to  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

The  area  recommended  for  wilderness  is  well  suited  for  wilderness  designation.  It  contains  a wide  range 
of  values  including  exceptional  naturalness,  regionally  significant  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation,  regionally  and  nationally  important  historic  and  archaeological  values  and  a complex 
of  important  wildlife  values.  No  significant  resource  conflicts  exist  nor  would  any  significant  resource 
development  opportunities  be  foregone  if  the  area  were  designated  as  wilderness.  Included  is  the  east  wall 
of  High  Rock  Canyon,  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon,  the  hogback  between  the  two  canyons,  and  the 
uplands  to  the  east  of  the  canyons.  The  visual  and  topographic  contrast  between  the  open  expansive 
uplands  and  the  deeply  incised  canyons  has  led  to  exceptional  diversity  of  scenic  quality,  cultural 
resources,  recreational  opportunities  and  wildlife  values  equaled  regionally  only  in  nearby  WSA's. 

The  recommended  wilderness  area  is  dominated  by  outstanding  scenic  vistas.  Visitors  in  the  canyons  or 
on  the  canyon  rims  are  confronted  with  layers  of  white,  gray,  orange  and  brown  rocks  of  the  High  Rock 
formation  horizontally  bedded  in  the  vertical  canyon  walls.  The  bright  green  of  the  canyon  floors  and 
pockets  on  the  wall  where  soil  collects  contrast  with  the  grey-green  of  sagebrush.  Turning  away  from 
canyon  rims,  the  view  becomes  a 360  degree  panorama  of  valleys,  terraces  and  mountain  ranges  up  to 
60  miles  in  any  direction.  The  vast  panorama  creates  a vivid  impression  of  isolation  from  the  civilized 
world. 

The  diverse  topography  leads  to  a wide  range  of  wildlife  habitats.  The  recommended  wilderness  area 
supports  nesting  populations  of  golden  eagles,  prairie  falcons,  hawks  and  owls.  The  canyon  floors  and 
walls  are  home  to  excellent  populations  of  quail,  chukar  and  non-game  birds.  The  shaded  canyons  support 
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a small  year  long  mule  deer  population  which  swells  with  winter  migrants.  The  uplands  east  of  the  canyons 
serve  as  year  long  home  to  a sizeable  population  of  pronghorn  antelope.  Additionally,  a small  population 
of  California  bighorn  sheep  was  reintroduced  in  1996,  the  first  bighorn  sheep  to  reside  in  the  canyon  for 
more  than  50  years.  The  canyons  have  the  potential  to  eventually  support  a viable  population  of  more  than 
250  California  bighorn  sheep.  Wilderness  designation  would  provide  some  benefits  for  this  wilderness 
dependent  species. 

Potential  conflicts  with  other  resource  uses  in  the  recommended  wilderness  are  very  limited.  Grazing  use 
on  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  area  will  continue.  The  area  has  no  known  energy  resources  and  no 
mining  claims  or  mineral  exploration  activities. 

The  23,537  acres  recommended  for  release  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  are  less  natural  than  the 
recommended  wilderness  area.  It  consists  of  the  sparsely  vegetated,  open  terrain  of  the  Yellow  Hills, 
Shoestring  Valley  and  the  Black  Buttes  area.  This  portion  also  has  several  identified  resource  conflicts. 
Included  are  proposed  sagebrush  eradication  projects,  the  potential  for  future  minerals  exploration,  and 
the  need  to  maintain  the  road  into  the  northwest  portion  of  the  area  for  use  as  a key  trap  site  to  remove 
excess  wild  horses.  In  addition,  about  3,300  acres  in  the  northern  portion  have  been  identified  for  possible 
development  as  livestock  seedings.  This  would  require  sagebrush  removal,  protective  fencing  and  seeding 
of  productive  forage  species.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  will 
be  retained  over  most  of  the  remaining  area  that  has  been  recommended  for  uses  other  than  wilderness. 

3.  WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS 

A.  Naturalness:  The  East  Fork  of  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  is  predominantly  natural  with  negligible  human 
imprints.  The  canyons  along  the  western  portion  of  the  WSA  and  the  upland  benches  to  the  east  offer 
two  distinctive  topographic,  vegetational  and  visual  types.  The  canyons  are  200-500  feet  deep  erosional 
scars  cutting  through  multi-colored  layers  of  volcanic  rock.  The  resistance  of  the  rock  to  erosion  result  in 
a varied  terrain  of  big  cliffs,  steep  talus  slopes  and  short  rimrocks.  The  canyon  floors  are  dominated  by 
a variety  of  meadow  and  willow  communities.  This  results  in  a contrast  between  the  bright  green  canyon 
floors  and  the  yellows,  red,  browns,  grays  and  oranges  of  the  canyon  walls.  The  uplands  to  the  east  are 
sloping  benches  cut  by  a series  of  long,  narrow  ravines  bounded  by  low  rimrocks.  The  vegetation  is 
dominated  by  low  growing  forms  of  grey-green  sagebrush. 

The  imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  and  ways  used  by  hunters, 
livestock  permittees  and  sightseers.  The  existing  facilities  are  limited  to  1 3 small  reservoirs,  two  windmills 
and  22  miles  of  fence.  The  water  projects  are  very  low  profile,  mostly  revegetated  with  little  impact  to 
naturalness.  The  fences  are  visible  for  miles  due  to  open  terrain  and  hence  have  a much  greater  impact 
to  naturalness. 

The  ways  total  31  miles  in  length.  The  ways  are  used  primarily  by  hunters,  trappers  and  livestock 
permittees.  The  ways  receive  light  use  by  light  trucks  and  are  thus  low  impact  to  naturalness.  One 
exception  to  this  general  rule  does  occur  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  WSA  where  large  tractor-trailer 
rigs  are  used  to  support  wild  horse  management  operations.  These  ways  show  evidence  of  heavy  use. 

The  impacts  to  naturalness  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the  WSA.  The  northern  third  has  almost  all 
of  the  ways,  both  windmills  and  over  half  of  the  fencing.  These  are  all  in  the  portion  of  the  WSA 
recommended  for  release  to  other  non-wilderness  uses.  The  southern  two-thirds  has  most  of  the  reservoirs 
and  the  remainder  of  the  fencing.  The  reservoirs  are  very  small,  often  difficult  to  recognize  as  a human 
imprint.  The  fence  is  near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA. 

B.  Solitude:  The  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  The 
numerous  intermittent  and  irregular  drainages,  combined  with  the  undulating  ridges  provide  outstanding 
occasions  for  isolation  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Unit.  The  High  Rock  drainages  also  provide  excellent 
opportunities  for  remoteness. 
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C.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation:  The  WSA  has  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation. 


D.  Special  Features:  The  canyons  portion  of  the  WSA  are  part  of  the  designated  High  Rock  ACEC  (Area 
of  Critical  Environmental  Concern).  The  High  Rock  ACEC  is  designed  to  protect  cultural  and  wildlife 
values,  while  preserving  the  primitive  character  of  the  area.  Exceptional  prehistoric  and  historic  values 
are  found  in  the  WSA.  Numerous  prehistoric  sites  have  been  documented  in  canyons,  including  caves  and 
rockshelters  with  ancient  deposits,  open  occupation  sites,  temporary  camps  and  rim-edge  hunting  stations. 
The  historic  Lassen-Applegate  Trail,  currently  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  passes 
through  High  Rock  Canyon. 

4.  MANAGEABILITY 

The  entire  WSA  can  be  managed  as  wilderness  preserving  the  values  now  present  in  the  area.  No  valid 
existing  rights  are  known  to  exist  which  would  significantly  impair  wilderness  values  over  the  short  or  long 
term. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  release  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  could  also  be  managed 
as  wilderness.  However,  several  factors  would  make  management  of  the  area  difficult.  Most  of  this  portion 
is  open,  rolling  terrain  dominated  by  sparse  stands  of  low  growing  sagebrush.  It  is  common  practice  for 
hunters  in  this  type  of  terrain  to  drive  cross  country  in  vehicles  to  avoid  long  walks.  Additionally, 
maintaining  the  trap  site  for  wild  horse  management  is  important. 

5.  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  RESOURCE  VALUES 

The  geology  of  the  East  Fork  High  Rock  Canyon  area  indicates  a low  to  moderate  potential  for  the 
accumulation  of  mineral  resources.  This  is  based  primarily  on  stream  sediment  analysis  associated  with 
the  GEM  Study.  The  more  detailed  USGS/Bureau  of  Mines  report  identified  two  areas  with  moderate 
potential  for  gold  and  silver.  None  of  the  WSA  is  prospectively  valuable  for  geothermal.  There  are  no 
known  geologic  structures  for  competitive  leasing  of  oil  and  gas  in  this  WSA. 

6.  SUMMARY  OF  WSA-SPECIFIC  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

During  the  formal  public  review  of  the  draft  EIS,  a total  of  348  comments  specifically  addressing  the  WSA 
were  received.  Written  comments  consisted  of  335  letters  while  13  oral  comments  were  received  at  three 
public  hearings.  Seventy-five  comments  supported  the  Bureau's  recommendation,  265  comments 
supported  more  wilderness  than  the  Bureau's  recommendation  and  seven  comments  supported 
nonwilderness.  Those  favoring  the  Bureau's  recommendation  mentioned  the  consensus  reached  by  the 
TRT  group  and  reiterated  the  wilderness  values  of  the  WSA.  Those  who  commented  in  favor  of  no 
wilderness  and  more  wilderness  than  the  Bureau's  recommendation,  mentioned  non-specific  concerns 
about  wilderness  values  or  potential  resource  conflicts. 
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SHELDON  CONTIGUOUS  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 


1.  THE  STUDY  AREA  - 23,700  Acres 

The  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  (CA-020-1012)  is  located  within  Washoe  County,  in  northwest  Nevada. 
The  WSA  includes  23,700  acres  of  BLM  lands  and  surrounds  608  acres  of  private  lands.  Cedarville, 
California  is  40  miles  southwest,  Susanville,  California  is  120  miles  southwest  and  Reno,  Nevada  is  170 
miles  south.  The  WSA  is  bounded  by  the  Oregon/Nevada  line  on  the  north,  the  Sheldon  Refuge  on  the 
east  and  south  and  by  Nevada  Highway  34  and  the  Macy  Flat  Road  on  the  west.  The  Refuge  boundary 
is  fenced.  The  stateline  and  the  Macy  Rat  Road  are  infrequently  maintained  dirt  roads.  Highway  34  is  a 
well  maintained  gravel  road. 

The  WSA  includes  the  eastern  portion  of  Macy  Flat,  an  intermittent  lakebed,  the  upland  benches  to  the  east 
of  the  Flat  and  part  of  a series  of  low  ridges  on  the  north  side  of  Yellow  Peak.  The  topography  and 
vegetation  are  typical  of  old  Great  Basin  volcanic  flows  intermixed  with  intermittent  lake  basins.  The 
dominant  vegetation  is  sagebrush  and  scattered  juniper  trees.  Elevations  range  from  5300  to  6600  feet. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION  AND  RATIONALE  - 748  acres  recommended  for  wilderness 

22,952  acres  recommended  for  nonwiiderness 

Designating  748  acres  as  wilderness  and  releasing  22,952  acres  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  is 
recommended.  This  recommendation  is  premised  on  Congress  designating  the  administratively  endorsed 
and  contiguous  Charles  Sheldon  Antelope  Refuge  WSA  as  wilderness.  The  triangular  piece  of  BLM  land 
recommended  for  wilderness  designation  is  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  WSA  by  a continuous  rock 
rim  but  fits  well  with  the  Sheldon  proposed  wilderness.  While  designating  the  entire  area  as  wilderness 
would  result  in  the  least  long  term  change  from  the  natural  environment,  environmental  impacts  can  be 
avoided  or  minimized  by  using  all  practical  means  to  manage  the  released  portion. 

By  itself,  the  recommended  wilderness  does  not  meet  the  minimum  wilderness  values  described  in  the 
1 964  Wilderness  Act.  It  is  a small  area  with  limited  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  and 
has  no  special  features.  However,  when  combined  with  the  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  recommended 
wilderness,  the  unit  contributes  topographic  continuity. 

The  recommended  wilderness  is  manageable  as  wilderness  due  partially  to  the  extreme  ruggedness  and 
steepness  of  the  Rye  Creek  Rim.  The  steep  and  rough  topography  of  the  rim  tends  to  screen  any  activities 
or  visitors  from  activities  in  adjacent  areas  within  the  WSA.  However,  most  of  the  wilderness  characteristics 
would  be  lost  if  the  adjacent  Sheldon  Refuge  was  not  managed  for  wilderness  values.  Designation  of  this 
area  would  slightly  increase  the  size  of  the  Sheldon  wilderness,  assuming  that  Sheldon  WSA  was  also 
designated.  The  increased  size  would  slightly  improve  the  ability  of  a wilderness  visitor  to  find  solitude  and 
would  allow  for  a small  increase  in  opportunities  for  dispersed  recreation.  There  are  no  conflicts  with  other 
resource  uses  in  the  recommended  wilderness.  Due  to  the  topography,  there  is  no  livestock  grazing  and 
no  known  mineral  potential  or  interest. 

The  22,952  acres  recommended  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  meet  the  minimum  wilderness  values 
described  in  the  1964  Wilderness  Act.  This  area  has  a naturally  appearing  character  with  human  imprints 
small  scale  and  evenly  scattered.  Cattle  grazing  and  year-round  wildlife  use  are  the  major  uses.  While 
conflicts  between  wilderness  and  other  resources  are  not  significant,  this  portion  of  the  WSA  has  no 
outstanding  features  that  make  it  special  or  unique  from  the  surrounding  lands.  Other  nearby  WSA’s  have 
outstanding  or  unique  characteristics  that  make  them  better  suited  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wilderness 
Preservation  System.  Given  the  lack  of  special  features  and  the  lack  of  quality  wilderness  values,  releasing 
the  area  for  nonwilderness  uses  is  recommended. 
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3.  WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS 


A.  Naturalness:  The  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  is  predominately  natural  with  limited  human  imprint.  The 
imprint  of  man's  work  is  related  to  facilities  to  support  livestock  grazing  and  about  23  miles  of  access  roads 
and  ways  used  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  facilities  as  well  as  for  hunting.  Livestock  grazing 
facilities  include  small  stock  ponds,  one  60  acre  herbicide  treatment  area  and  six  short  pieces  of  fencing 
totaling  about  2.5  miles.  With  the  possible  exception  of  the  treated  field,  projects  have  low  impact  to 
naturalness. 

The  ways  within  the  WSA  receive  use  only  by  light  vehicles  and  are  two  wheel  tracks  through  the 
sagebrush  with  low  impact  on  the  naturalness.  There  are  two  "cherrystem  roads",  one  which  penetrates 
the  WSA  from  the  western  boundary  two-thirds  of  the  width  of  the  Unit  and  continues  as  a way  to  the 
eastern  boundary.  The  road  is  of  generally  low  overall  impact  to  naturalness. 

The  human  related  imprints  are  not  evenly  distributed  within  the  WSA.  The  eastern  portion  of  the  WSA 
has  almost  no  man  related  intrusions,  while  the  remainder  of  the  WSA  contains  all  the  facilities  discussed 
and  an  estimated  90%  of  the  access  ways.  Thus  within  the  WSA,  the  eastern  portion  is  substantially  more 
natural  than  the  western  portion.  The  recommended  wilderness  has  no  unnatural  features. 

B.  Solitude:  At  low  levels  of  use,  visitors  to  the  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  would  be  able  to  find  solitude. 
The  gentle  terrain,  generally  low  vegetation,  scattered  juniper  stands  and  excellent  visibility  all  combine  to 
limit  the  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude. 

C.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation:  The  Sheldon  Contiguous  WSA  does  not  have  outstanding 
opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  This  is  due  to  the  lack  of  resources  normally  used 
by  dispersed  recreation  users.  The  WSA  has  no  distinctive  topography  or  vegetational  features.  The  WSA 
has  no  dependable  water,  which  is  important  to  recreational  users  and  results  in  relatively  low  densities 
and  diversity  of  wildlife.  While  outstanding  opportunities  do  not  exist,  the  WSA  does  contain  some 
opportunities  for  dispersed  recreation  for  hikers  and  horseback  riders  for  sightseeing  and  hunting. 

D.  Special  Features:  The  WSA  is  contiguous  to  one  Unit  of  the  administratively  endorsed  Sheldon 
Refuge  Wilderness  Study  Area  (F&WS,  26,000  acres)  along  the  southern  boundary  and  the  southern 
quarter  of  the  eastern  boundary.  The  combination  of  the  two  WSA’s  would  be  a 50,300  acre  unit  which 
would  result  in  increased  opportunities  for  solitude  and  wilderness  type  recreation. 

4.  MANAGEABILITY 

The  entire  WSA  could  be  managed  as  wilderness.  The  area  contains  no  private  inholdings  or  valid  rights 
which  would  impair  manageability.  Additionally,  the  boundaries  use  topographic  features  which  would 
preclude  problems  with  intentional  or  unintentional  vehicle  use. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  not  recommended  for  wilderness  designation  could  also  be  managed  as 
wilderness.  However,  several  factors  would  make  management  of  the  area  difficult.  Most  of  this  portion 
is  open,  rolling  terrain  dominated  by  sparse  stands  of  low  growing  sagebrush.  It  is  common  practice  for 
hunters  to  drive  cross  country  in  vehicles  to  avoid  long  walks.  Additionally,  the  penetration  of  the  non- 
suitable  portion  by  two  "cherrystem"  roads  would  allow  vehicles  good  access  to  the  interior  of  the  area 
increasing  the  probability  of  cross  country  travel.  The  nature  of  the  non-wilderness  portion  of  the  WSA  is 
such  that  erection  of  barriers  would  not  be  effective  as  vehicles  could  easily  drive  around  the  barriers. 

5.  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  RESOURCE  VALUES 

The  joint  U.S.  Bureau  of  Mines-U.S. Geological  Survey  report  for  the  748  acres  recommended  for 
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wilderness  designation  indicated  no  mineral  potential.  There  are  no  existing  mineral  rights  and  no  mining 
claims  are  known  to  exist. 

An  analysis  of  the  mineral  resource  potential  and  geothermal  potential  of  the  adjacent  Charles  Sheldon 
Antelope  Refuge  Wilderness  Study  Areas  was  conducted  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  and  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Mines.  Evaluation  is  based  on  the  interpretation  of  analysis  of  rock  and  stream  sediment  samples, 
analyses  of  spring  water  samples,  geologic  mapping  and  geophysical  surveys.  Results  indicate  the  area 
has  low  potential  for  the  discovery  of  exposed  mineral  deposits;  however,  the  results  suggest  that  the  area 
may  contain  concealed  deposits.  Surface  data  suggests  the  area  has  a low  potential  for  geothermal 
resources.  There  are  no  sand  and  gravel  use  sites  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  only 
very  low  potential  for  oil  and  gas. 

6.  SUMMARY  OF  WSA-SPECIFIC  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

During  the  formal  public  review  of  the  draft  EIS,  a total  of  336  comments  specifically  addressing  the  WSA 
were  received.  Written  comments  consisted  of  324  letters  while  12  oral  comments  were  received  at  three 
public  hearings.  Two  hundred  ninety  comments  supported  the  Bureau's  recommendation,  41  comments 
supported  more  wilderness  than  the  Bureau’s  recommendation  and  five  comments  supported 
nonwildemess.  Those  favoring  the  Bureau’s  recommendation  mentioned  the  consensus  reached  by  the 
TRT  group  and  reiterated  the  wilderness  values  of  the  WSA.  Those  who  commented  in  favor  of  no 
wilderness  and  more  wilderness  than  the  Bureau’s  recommendation,  mentioned  nonspecific  concerns  about 
wilderness  values  or  potential  resource  conflicts. 
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MASSACRE  RIM  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 


1.  THE  STUDY  AREA  - 101.290  acres 

The  Massacre  Rim  WSA  (CA-020-1013)  is  located  within  Washoe  County,  in  northwest  Nevada.  The  WSA 
ranges  in  elevation  from  5,520  to  6,780  feet  and  includes  Massacre  Rim  and  all  of  the  Massacre  and  Bitner 
benches  and  their  southern  slopes.  The  topography  is  generally  rolling,  open  terrain  dominated  by 
sagebrush,  with  scattered  juniper  in  the  western  portion  of  the  WSA.  Massacre  Rim,  a 1 ,200  foot  fault  block 
exposure,  dominates  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  WSA  is  bounded  by  the  Sheldon  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Nevada  Highway  34,  private  lands,  the  Cottonwood  Canyon  Road,  the  Bald  Mountain 
Canyon  Road  and  the  Bitner  and  Bitner  Butte  Roads  on  the  northern  portion.  On  the  south  side,  the  WSA 
is  bounded  by  Nevada  Highway  8A,  the  Salt  Grass-Evans  Road,  private  property,  the  West  Lake-Johnson 
Reservoir  Road,  the  Little  Basin  Spray  Road,  and  a 750  KV  poweriine.  Cedarville,  California  is  30  miles 
west,  Susanville,  California  is  105  miles  southwest  and  Reno,  Nevada  is  150  miles  south. 

Based  on  the  October  1991  Nevada  BLM  Statewide  Wilderness  Report,  the  WSA  includes  101,290  acres 
of  BLM  lands  and  surrounds  784  acres  of  private  inholdings.  However,  in  the  1995  Bitner-Massacre  Lands 
Exchange,  BLM  acquired  400  acres  of  the  private  inholdings. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION  AND  RATIONALE  - 22,465  acres  recommended  for  wilderness 

78,825  acres  recommended  for  nonwilderness 

Recommended  is  designating  22,465  acres  as  wilderness  and  releasing  78,825  acres  for  uses  other  than 
wilderness.  About  half  of  the  area  not  recommended  for  wilderness  (44,870  acres)  is  proposed  to  be 
managed  as  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC)  to  provide  special  protection  and 
management  to  the  significant  cultural  resources  found  on  the  Massacre  Bench.  The  area  recommended 
for  wilderness  designation  encompasses  the  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  WSA,  including  outstanding 
naturalness  and  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  and  solitude.  The  area  released  for 
non-wildemess  uses  includes  human  disturbances  related  to  project  development,  woodcutting  and  vehicle 
ways.  This  portion  of  the  WSA  also  has  some  mineral  potential  associated  with  a historic  mining  district. 

The  recommended  wilderness  boundary  closely  follows  the  Bitner  grazing  allotment  boundary  for  several 
reasons.  Due  to  limited  livestock  water  availability,  the  allotment  has  better  range  conditions  than  many 
allotments  in  the  surrounding  area.  These  conditions  contribute  significantly  to  the  overall  naturalness  of 
the  recommended  wilderness.  Naturalness  is  also  reinforced  by  limited  human  imprints.  Man  made  projects 
are  a few  small  stock  ponds  and  spring  developments,  with  no  affect  on  overall  naturalness.  These  water 
developments  do  improve  summer  water  availability  to  wildlife,  particularly  antelope  and  mule  deer,  allowing 
higher  population  levels  than  would  occur  without  the  projects.  Wilderness  manageability  is  also  improved 
because  the  allotment  boundary  fenceline  provides  a continuous,  distinctive  on  the  ground  boundary  for  the 
recommended  wilderness.  Without  the  fences,  the  nature  of  the  Bitner  Table  is  such  that  maintaining  an 
area  free  from  cross  country  vehicle  travel  would  be  difficult. 

Excellent  scenic  vistas  of  up  to  60  miles  are  provided  from  many  locations  within  the  recommended 
wilderness.  The  screening  provided  by  the  topographic  breaks  and  the  lack  of  visitor  use  combine  to  create 
an  impression  of  isolation  from  the  civilized  world.  This  isolation  provides  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude.  The  area  has  limited  vehicle  access  and  is  one  of  the  few  places  in  northwest  Nevada  where 
hunting  is  limited  to  walking  or  saddle  horse  use  rather  than  4-wheel  drive  vehicles.  As  result,  the  area  has 
higher  densities  of  sage  grouse  than  surrounding  areas  and  the  mule  deer  and  antelope  are  commonly  in 
the  trophy  classes. 

Conflicts  with  other  resource  uses  in  the  recommended  wilderness  are  limited.  Grazing  use  on  the  area  will 
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continue.  The  minor  imprint  associated  with  livestock  water  facilities  will  remain  due  to  regular  maintenance 
activities.  There  are  no  activities  proposed  on  the  120  acres  of  private  lands  which  would  impair  wilderness 
values.  The  USGS/BLM  minerals  survey  indicate  a moderate  potential  for  gold,  silver,  mercury  and  uranium, 
but  no  claims  have  been  filed. 

The  78,825  acres  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  have  significantly  lower 
naturalness  and  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  than  the  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  as 
wilderness.  The  exceptional  archaeological  values  would  be  better  managed  under  an  ACEC  designation. 
ACEC  designation  would  permit  extensive  excavations  and  a public  interpretation  and  education  program. 
The  nonwilderness  lands  have  several  resource  conflict  areas  including  a fuelwood  harvest  area,  a historic 
mining  district,  several  vegetative  conversion  projects  for  livestock  and  numerous  small  projects  which  would 
require  regular  maintenance  activities.  Management  of  portions  of  the  area  released  for  uses  other  than 
wilderness  would  be  difficult  due  to  the  lack  of  effective  barriers  to  cross  country  vehicle  travel.  Based  upon 
all  of  the  factors  listed,  the  needs  of  the  area  would  be  best  served  if  the  area  were  released  from 
wilderness  consideration. 

3.  WILDERNESS  CHARACTERISTICS 

A.  Naturalness:  The  western  edge  is  formed  by  a spectacular  fault  scarp  with  huge  rims  above  vegetated 
talus  slopes.  The  WSA  is  primarily  natural  in  character.  The  remainder  of  the  area  consists  of  a series  of 
wide  benches  generally  sloping  gently  toward  the  south.  The  benches  are  covered  primarily  by  great 
expanses  of  grey/green  low  sagebrush  not  exceeding  two  feet  in  height.  Pockets  with  deeper  soils  support 
western  juniper  and  big  sagebrush.  Several  small  but  important  spring  fed  meadows  form  islands  of  green 
in  the  rocky,  shallow  soils.  The  eastern  two-thirds  above  the  rim  contain  few  man  related  intrusions  while 
the  western  third  and  the  southern  and  northern  boundary  areas  contain  practically  all  of  the  man  caused 
intrusions.  These  portions  of  the  WSA  correspond  to  the  recommended  wilderness  and  the  recommended 
nonwildemess  respectively. 

B.  Solitude:  The  Massacre  Rim  WSA  contains  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  The  large  size  of 
the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  allows  for  solitude.  The  terrain  and  vegetation  do  not  provide  a significant  degree 
of  screening,  however,  the  vastness  of  the  WSA  would  allow  a moderate  number  of  visitors  to  enjoy 
solitude.  The  lack  of  topographic  and  vegetative  screening  precludes  the  opportunities  for  absolute 
seclusion.  The  opportunities  for  solitude  are  better  on  the  recommended  wilderness  portion  of  the  WSA  due 
to  a lack  of  vehicular  access. 

C.  Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation:  The  vastness  of  the  Massacre  Rim  WSA  contributes  to  limited 
opportunities  for  wilderness  type  recreation  such  as  hiking,  backpacking,  and  camping.  Excellent  wildlife 
values  also  provide  opportunities  for  viewing  and  hunting. 

D.  Special  Features:  The  WSA  contains  outstanding  cultural  resources  associated  with  10,000  years  of 
human  occupancy  in  the  Massacre  Lakes  Basin.  A wide  range  of  site  types  are  found  on  the  around  the 
Massacre  Bench.  The  sites  are  proposed  for  excavation,  preservation,  and  public  interpretation  depending 
upon  their  type,  condition,  and  location.  Extensive  excavation  of  approximately  ten  sites  has  been  proposed. 
These  excavations  would  require  surface  disturbance  of  up  to  several  acres  per  site  and  a field  camp  for 
15  to  20  persons  for  a least  one  field  season.  Many  of  the  sites  and  groupings  of  sites  are  eligible  for  the 
national  Register  of  Historic  Places  due  the  unique  and  special  research  values  the  sites  provide. 

4.  MANAGEABILITY 

The  area  recommended  for  wilderness  can  be  effectively  managed  as  wilderness.  Ways  are  present  but 
effective  closures  can  be  erected. 
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The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  for  uses  other  than  wilderness  could  also  be  managed  as  wilderness. 
However,  several  parts  of  the  area  including  the  southern  area  and  the  western  half  of  the  Massacre  Bench 
would  make  wilderness  management  more  difficult.  Most  of  these  areas  are  open,  rolling  terrain  dominated 
by  sparse  stands  of  low  growing  sagebrush.  It  is  common  practice  for  hunters  to  drive  their  vehicles  cross 
country  to  avoid  long  walks. 

5.  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  RESOURCE  VALUES 

The  WSA  contains  portions  of  one  mining  district  (Lone  Pine)  with  a potential  for  significant  mineral  values. 

The  U.S.  Geological  Survey/Bureau  of  Mines  study  of  the  recommended  wilderness  (U.S.  Geological  Survey 
Bulletin  #1707)  found  no  identified  metallic  or  non-metallic  resources.  The  report  identifies  a moderate 
potential  for  gold,  silver  and  mercury  in  hydrothermal  deposits  on  the  eastern  portion  of  the  area 
recommended  for  wilderness  designation.  There  is  a moderate  potential  for  uranium  on  the  northern  and 
eastern  portions  of  the  WSA.  There  are  no  mineral  leases  in  this  WSA.  The  whole  WSA  is  considered 
by  USGS  to  have  very  low  potential  for  low  and  gas.  The  potential  for  geothermal  resources  is  rated  low. 
There  are  no  known  new  prospecting  activities  or  claims  in  the  WSA. 

6.  SUMMARY  OF  WSA-SPECIFIC  PUBLIC  COMMENTS 

During  the  formal  public  review  of  the  draft  EIS  a total  of  345  comments  specifically  addressing  the  WSA 
were  received.  Written  comments  consisted  of  333  letters  while  12  oral  comments  were  received  at  three 
public  hearings.  Sixty-two  comments  supported  the  proposed  recommendation,  276  comments  supported 
more  wilderness  than  the  Proposed  Action  and  seven  comments  supported  no  wilderness.  Those  favoring 

(TRT)  and  reiterated 
and  more  wilderness 
or  resource  conflicts. 


the  Proposed  Action  mentioned  the  consensus  reached  by  the  public  working  group 
the  wilderness  values  of  the  WSA.  Those  who  commented  in  favor  of  no  wilderness 
than  the  recommendation,  mentioned  non-specific  concerns  about  wilderness  values 
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